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An InTormrTlcn and bbmmUnlomtion snrvine 

MORAL AND ETHICAL DISTINCTIONS BE'IWEEN DERIVING AND U NG STEM CELLS 
FOR RESEARCH DOG BIOETHICS ADVISORY COWISSION'S DELI ERATIONS 

T h e  N a t i o n a l  B ioe th ic s  Advirnory CoMaioeion (NBAC) i s  L poi 
public spending  for human embryonic atem cell research, though 8ome 
members said Monday t h a t  the panel  should give thought to restricting 
its recommendation to funding solely for t h e  'use" and not for the 
derivation of stem c e l l a  f r o m  human embryoer. 

./ " 

NBAC is reviewing a p r e l i m i n a r y ,  ataff-drafted report containing  a 
recommendation, aupported by t h e  large majority of commiesion 
members, t h a t  says " r e e e a f c h  involving t h e  derivation and ube of s t e m  
cells f r o m  embryos remaining after i n f e r t i l i t y  treatmente i s  
e t h i c a l l y  acceptable for federal funding ,  given an appropriate 
framework for p u b l i c  oversight and review. " 

Acting on the draft NBAC recommendation would require a change in 
federal law that current ly  forbids federal support for experiment@ 
w i t h  human embryos, 

Pres ident  Clihton asked t h e  COmmi8Bhm to review t h e  e th ica l  iseues 
surrounding human etem cell reeearch in light of recent advanaes 
indicat ing t h a t  ertem celle--which are capable of becoming almost any 
c e l l - - c o u l d  lead to breakthrough therapies for a range of 
afflictions, i n c l u d i n g  heart dieeam, Parkineon ' s  and juvenile 
diabetes. The N a t i o n a l  Institute8 of Health (NIH) already has d e c i d e d  
that i t  will fund work with etem c e l l a ,  arguing that its granteee can 
conduct reaearch w i t h  embryonic atem celle derived with private 
funds ,  even if they are forbidden from working w i t h  t h e  embryoe 
themselves. 

A t  t h e  meeting i n  Washington Monday, three members of the 17-member 
panel n o t e d  that t h e r e  might be BO- advantagee to a une-only policy. 
They m i d  there could be greater public  acceptance of taxpayer-funded 
etem cell experiments if federally-supported s c i e n t i s t 8  were n o t  
involved w i t h  actually extracting the s t e m  cells from human embryoe. 

Thomas Murray, president of the Naetinge Center, a bioethics t h i n k  
tank, s a i d  his fellow cornismionera should coneider whether 
restricting federal  funding ao le ly  to use--thue requiring publ i c ly -  
backed scientiats to obtain  stem celle from t h e  private eector--ia a 
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  would  allow ecientiete to achieve their goals while 
causing the least offense to p o t e n t i a l  opponente. 

"If ve get t h e  same r e a u l t s ,  ehould w e  c h o o s e  a course t h a t  does not 
of fend?" Murray said. 

NBAC Chair and  Princeton Universlity Preeident Harold Shapiro p o l l e d  
members on t h e i r  position. 

Hurray, Bette Krarner, p r e e i d e n t  of the Richmond Bioethics Consortium, 
and fames Childress, who teaches both religioue studies and medical 
education at the Univereity of Virginia, said while they are not 
necessarily opposed, they  are n o t  yet ready to endoree  funding for 
extractinq stem cells from human embryos. 
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Murray s a i d  in an interview that h e  "abata ined"  from supporting 
funding  for d e r i v a t i o n  because t h e  c o d e e i o n  hae not yet "made the 
caue" for the recommendation, 'I th ink  we have failed to g i v e  a full 
airing to t h e  arguments," h e  s a i d .  

Kramer, in remarks to her f e l l o w  commiaeionere, eaid t h a t  w h i l e  e h e  
pcraonally supports federal funding for b e t h  use and derivation, aha 
i s  c o n c e r n e d  by t h e  r e a c t i o n  to t h e  draft recommendation f r o m  people 
"who have a problem w i t h  t h e  w e  of  embryoo." S h e  0aid  ehe etarted to 
conbider whether  " t h e r e  is room for moral compromise if we separate 
use (from d e r i v a t i o n )  a t  leaet for an i n t e r i m  time." 

Kramer sa id  she does not want the comieaion's report on stem cell 
research to suffer the same fate ae t h e  1994 report produced by t h e  
N I B  Human Embryo Research Panel, whose propoeal to provide funding 
for certain types of embryo research sparked a backlash t h a t  lead to 
t h e  c u r r e n t  ban, 

A number of commiemion m e m b e r s  spoke i n  favor of federal funding for 
both u8e and d e r i v a t i o n ,  arguing that unlocking the therapeutic 
potential of stem cells will n o t  happen a@ quickly if public-sector 
ecientists are dependent on t h e  private sector for embryonic etem 
c e l l a .  T h e y  eaid thie could  be particularly true for reeearch 
i n v o l v i n g  t h e  ues of stem celle, for rare dieeasee or thoee that 
affect minorities. 

Carol Greider, a molecular biologist a t  Johns Hopkine U n i v e r s i t y  
School of Hedicine, said "throwing the playing f i e l d  open to a much 
larger number of people" ehould i n c r e a s e  t h e  number of discoveriee. 
She aleo noted that publicly-funded e c i e n t i e t s  could be prevented 
from working with etem cells because obtaining reeearch materiale 
from private companiee can invo lve  agreements that ere " a 0  onerous 
that institutions won't s i g n "  them. 

In a d d i t i o n ,  Greider s a i d  that while publicly-funded saientiete 
a l r e a d y  have the legal author i ty  to derive stern c e l l e  from aborted 
fetuses--and that they appear to be mimilar to thoae extracted from 
embryos--there may be differencee t h a t ,  upon further study, will 
prove s i g n i f i c a n t .  She said t h e  o n l y  way to determine t h i e  is to  g i v e  
researchers access to s t e m  c e l l e  from both BOUTC~EJ.  

Shapiro Bald he ' t s t i l l  favors" federal funding for  extracting stem 
ce l l s  from donated embryos but t h a t  he wanted to get a better feel 
f o r  where t h e  commission gtands ,  as WBAC expecte to iaaue a f i n a l  
report on the  matter later t h i s  eummez. 

Shapiro @aid that w h i l e  he favors a recommendation that would involve  
f u n d i n g  for both use and derivation, he believe8 the final report 
s h o u l d  make a clear distinction between t h e  t w o  paths of reeearch. An 
early draf t  of the report claims "It i e  NBAC'e view t h e r e  is no 
compelling ethical justification for distinguishing between t h e  
derivation and use of human s t e m  c e l l a . "  

That statement was c i t e d ' b y  oppenente of NIH'e etem ce l l  funding  
initiative aa e u p p o r t i n q  their contention t h a t  ume and d e r i v a t i o n  are 
i n s e p a r a b l e  and t h a t ,  even if N I H  does n o t  fund work dkectly with 
embryos, supporting experiments w i t h  s t e m  celle derived from embryos 
would place it ih v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  ban. 
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"I t b i n k  t h a t  ha8 to be changed," Shapiro said of t h e  draft wording. 
T h e  language nrred here is not very h o l p f u l .  Thmre ia a dlffermnao." 

Two former members of the 1996 Human Embryo Research Panel wrote 
NBAC'a e x e c u t i v e  director, Eric Mealin, in Hay, arguing khat t h e  
commieeion shou ld  "provide eeparate arguments for each of t h e s e  
recommendatione (use and derivation) r a t h e r  than treat ing  them as if 
they were ethically indiatinguiehable," Ranald Green, a r e l i g i o n  
profeeeor a t  Dartmouth College, and C a r o l  Tauer, a philoaophy 
p r O f 6 S 8 O r  at Minnesota'@ College of St. C a t h e r i n e ,  m i d  t h a t  "while 
t h e s e  two activities are closely l i n k e d ,  they ara not bimilar i n  a l l  
relevant respects." 

"Moreover, denial of the dietinction appeare politieally imprudent," 
t h e y  wrote. 'Opponente of NIH's plan to fund research w i n g  already- 
e x i s t i n g  stem cells arque that s u c h  research is banned under the 
Congressional p r o h i b i t i o n .  The p o s i t i o n  proposed by NBAC, that there 
is  n o  ethical distinction, lende eupport to the erroneous argument8 
of these critice. '* 

--Matthew Davia 

Almo 8 V a i l 8 b a l c  today on the Uaohingtoh rmx r r b  sit.! 

N I H  LEADS IN LICENSING GOVERNMENT-OWNED DISCOVERIES, REPORTS dAO 
THE NUMBER OF LICENSES BAS REMAINED CONSTANT, BUT INCOME IS UP 

PARTNERSHIPS FOR QUALITY EDUCATION ANNOUNCES NEW ROUND OF FLJNDXIG 
nmus AND AHCS WILL FORMULATE CURRICYLA FOR NURSE PRACTITIONEFtS, TEAMS 
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